308                                                          LETTER TO COURT
To die Hon'ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon'ble United
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies.
May it please Your Honours,
1.    Our address under the established heads carries a detail of our whole
transactions for the last year, and as an accident might happen to prevent your
receiving of it hi time if forwarded only by our own ships, we have transmitted
a copy of it by a Portugeese ship to His Brittannick Majesty's Consul at Lisbon
and have requested him to get it conveyed to Your Honors by the first oppor-
tunity.   By Captain Robt. Baillie likewise we sent a duplicate of our letter
per Warwick dated 21st January 1758, and in this packet we forward a tripli-
cate of the last and a quadruplicate of the other.
2.   The Marlboraughy Captain Alexander Macleod, was dispatched from
Ingellie by Mr. Wm. Mackett on the  15th January and the  Warwick by
Mr. Wm. Hay to Fort St. George on the 28th of the same month; at that time
two of the Coast and Bay ships were arrived and since have imported the other
three; the Elizabeth we now return to Europe fully laden from hence having
200 tons of saltpetre, 30 tons of redwood and 1158 bales on board consigned to
Your  Honours as per invoice  and  bill  of lading  enclosed  amounting  to
CRs, 925,500,
3.   The Boscawen will return to Fort St. George with the Grantham and
Fox to be dispatched to Canton in the proper season and proceed from thence
to Europe.   On each of these ships we propose lading 2000 bags of petre for
the use of Madrass Presidency, the consignments of goods designed for their
settlement, some lead (which they have wrote for) and part of the military
stores received by these ships.   They will also carry about 200 tons each
stores and provisions for His Majesty's squadron.
4.   As the recruits sent out this year are so inconsiderable and the advices
of a large reinforcement expected by the French confirmed from all quarters,
we have thought it advisable to detain the Ilchester and Worcester in the river
and have permitted their coming up to Calcutta that we may have the assist-
ance of the ships and crews in case of being attacked by the enemy.
5.   By a country vessel from Fort St. George we have the pleasure of
learning that Bombay ships were safely arrived at Bombay and Mr. Hodges
writes die President that sixteen sail were seen by those ships in the latitude of
8 south on the other side of Cape.
6.   The consignments of bullion and gold received per the Grantham and
Elizabeth were forwarded to Fort St. George on His Majesty's ships Tiger and
Queenborough, for which we agreed to allow the commanders one per cent
freight on the delivery of it, it having been required.
7.   At the same time that the Marlborough sailed for Europe, the Duke,
Capn. Thos. Powney, was dispatched to Fort Marlborough with 1500 bags of
rice and some gunny bags agreeable to the request made by the President
and Council of Fort St. George.
8.   We have reminded the commanders of your ships dispatched from
hence that they are to lay in a sufficient stock of provisions and fuel for their
homeward bound voyage before they leave India agreeable to your orders.